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Can Deception Ever Benefit the Patient?
Question: Can deception ever benefit the patient? In responding consider the ideas of paternalism and autonomy answer in just 10 - 15 lines
Yes. Deception can benefit the patient to a great extent. Even though the principles of autonomy in medical practice require physicians to acquire informed consent as well as informed agreement from the patient before any investigation, diagnosis or treatment is done to the patient, the fact remains that some situation call for deception or paternalism. In situations where the patient health is at risk and the only option that a physician has is that which the patient does not agree with, the physician has to exercise superiority and deny the patient the freedom to choose in order to save life. This paternalism can come in form of deception where the patient is lied to or denied the truth to make it conducive for the diagnosis or treatment of the patient. For example, where a patient is in risk of heart attack if the truth about his or her condition is revealed to him or her, the physician can deny the patient the right to know the truth and apply deception to help the patient to believe that the situation of his or her health is not bad. This can help to give the medical practitioner time to look for an appropriate solution and then disclose the fact later on to the patient when their health condition is stable enough to absorb the shock. In this case, deception benefits the patient in the sense that it helps them to have hope which accelerates their healing and boosts the response to treatment being administered.
